publication. In addition to this, authors take time to revise their work. On average, it takes 39 days to submit a revised version and 92% of the resubmissions are done within 3 months (99% in public health, 79% in Economics and Business). But average time can be a misleading measure. According to SciRev, a website where academics share their experiences with journals, in the social sciences, some journals, such as the Journal of International Relations and Development (17.9 months) or Cities (14.2 months) take more than a year to review articles on average, while others, Higher Education Quarterly (1.4 months) and Current Sociology (1.9 months), do it in less than two months. 2 Although these are not official statistics, they point to the problem, from the point of view of authors, of journals taking so much time to review articles. However, the situation actually seems to be worse. On the one hand, the review process is getting slower (Alberts, Hanson, and Kelner 2008) , even though "there are around 28,000 scientific journals worldwide, which publish 2.5 million scientific articles annually, produced by a research community of 6-9 million scientists" (Huisman and Smits 2017, 635) . On the other hand, while reviewers get no payment for their work, they are expected to make time, among their many activities, to review articles. Thus, referees usually take from a few hours to a day to write their reviews (Ware and Mabe 2015) , but several weeks to several months to submit them.
In a blog, Jennifer Lodine-Chaffey, an English Instructor at Washington State University Tri-Cities, advises a newcomer about the wait time for journals to publish articles. There, she recognizes what is probably an experience that almost all academics have faced: to have to wait years for an article to get published.
The time from submission to publication of an academic paper can vary greatly. Usually (in the humanities) it takes the editor and reviewers about 4-8 months to read your submission and get back to you. If you receive a revise and resubmit it may take another 2-4 months to hear back on the revised article. If your article is accepted, it could take anywhere from a few months to three years for the journal to publish your piece. I've experienced both very quick acceptances (3-4 months) and a short wait time (2-3 months) prior to publication as well as an article that went through two revise and resubmit processes (meaning that it was nearly a year before the piece was accepted). With the latter article, it took an additional 2.5 years for the piece to be published. 3 Qualitatively and quantitatively, the problem of time (author's time, reviewers' time) is crucial to understand what journals do right and wrong.
Here I want to point to the need to acknowledge that, on occasion, what is urgent is so relevant that it deserves to be given space beyond the standard scholarly procedure of peer review. Many journals have opened room for this type of publication and Tapuya wants to follow their example. In Volume 3, this Editorial welcome is just an introduction to our first op-ed piece by Professor Marko Monteiro. A committed colleague and a bright star in Brazilian STS, Monteiro analyzes the actual and deep crisis of Brazil's science and technology system under President Bolsonaro's administration. From massive budget cuts to indifference towards some environmental pressing issues in Amazonia, Brazil has made it to the front of mass media worldwide and to the most prestigious scientific journals, such as Nature (Angelo 2019; Oliveira de Andrade 2019) and Science (Thomé et al. 2019) . Surely, much will be researched and published on this topic in the following months and years. Hopefully, it will refer to how scientists and citizens actively opposed one of the most catastrophic experiences in Latin America. Meanwhile, it is urgent to let people around the world know about what is going on in Brazil and the view of it by STS scholars.
By welcoming Marko Monteiro, we also inaugurate this space of opinion for other scholars, from Latin America and beyond, who want to engage in pressing issues of science, technology, innovation and society. The region has a long tradition of voices that have risen against multiple forms of oppression. Tapuya must necessarily stand on the shoulders of women and men who have dedicated their lives to awakening consciences. Here begins our small contribution to that tradition.
